
Environment Statistics and Sustainable Development Section 

UNSD Expert Group Meeting on Environment Statistics, 26-28 March 2014, New York                                                                              Michael Nagy 

UN FDES in Qatar 
Lessons learned from the implementation 

Need for improvement 

Michael Nagy 

mnagy@qsa.gov.qa 

mailto:mnagy@qsa.gov.qa


Environment Statistics and Sustainable Development Section 

UNSD Expert Group Meeting on Environment Statistics, 26-28 March 2014, New York                                                                              Michael Nagy 

Timeline of FDES implementation 
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It started in 2012: Something 
needed to be done 

• Existing environment statistics only partly 
addressed the policy needs 

• Classification issues 

• Data quality issues 

 

new strategy for environment statistics using 
the UN FDES 
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Corner Stones of the Environment 
Statistics Strategy 

1. One-stop-shop 
2. Addressing the most relevant information needs. 
3. Providing better environmental information to 

international organizations. 
4. Standardization of terms, definitions and classifications 
5. Consistency and coherence of information 
6. High quality of environmental information 
7. Responding to complex policy questions by integrating 

environment statistics with economic and social statistics  
8. Multiple use of environmental information. 
9. No duplication of work 
10. One single set of trusted environmental information 

originating from different sources 
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Data issues before FDES implementation: Example Ozone Depleting 
Substances 

TABLE (217) (Unit:Metric Ton)جدول رقم  )217( )الوحدة : طن متري(

                                  السنة

    

المادة

200520062007200820092010

                                                 Year  

Substance

⁾

¹

⁽

⁾6.094.353.031.780.000.00CFC-11 ⁾¹مركبات الكلور والفلور العضوية -11 

⁾

¹

⁽

⁾30.9127.0810.003.270.000.00CFC-12 ⁾¹مركبات الكلور والفلور العضوية -12 

272.22325.85427.78604.001,2251,446HCFC-22مركبات الكلور والفلور العضوية - 22

)134A( 0.000.0035.44148.50192.30580.80مركبات الهيدروكلورفلوركربونية
HYDRO CHLOROFLUOROCARBON 

(134A)

309.22357.28476.25757.551,4172,027Totalالمجموع

استهلاك المواد المستنفذة لطبقة الأوزون

CONSUMPTION OF OZONE DEPLETING SUBSTANCES

2005 - 2010

 )مركبات الكلور والفلور العضوية- 11, مركبات الكلور والفلور العضوية- 12( تم حظر 

⁾

¹

⁽
إستيرادها إعتباراً من 2010 حسب بروتوكول مونتريال.

⁾¹⁽  Importation of (CFC-11 ,CFC-12) has been stopped by 2010, in accordance 

to Montreal Protocol.

QSA, Environment 
Statistics 2010 

UNDP Arab Statistics http://www.arabstats.org 

Montreal Protocol: 
Mass tons  <> ODP tons! 

http://www.arabstats.org/
http://www.arabstats.org/
http://www.arabstats.org/
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QNDS, page 217 

QNDS, page 218 

Kahramaa 2010 Report 

389 370 362 389 433 Liters per person per day 

Gulf Times 20 March 2012 

Data issues before FDES implementation: Example Water 
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Use of the UN FDES in Qatar 

Identification of a structured list of statistics with priority 
for implementation: 

• Top down: structured matching of various information 
needs with required environmental statistics 

• Bottom-up: analyzing the international comparability of 
existing statistics (terminology, classifications, units of 
measurement, comprehensiveness, etc.) 

• Matching the statistics framework with other (e.g. 
institutional) frameworks of main data providers (e.g. 
Kahramaa, Qatar Petroleum, etc.) 

• Providing the foundation for the implementation of 
Environmental-Economic Accounts 

 



Environment Statistics and Sustainable Development Section 

UNSD Expert Group Meeting on Environment Statistics, 26-28 March 2014, New York                                                                              Michael Nagy 

Lessons learned, 
What is needed in the Manual 

• Metadata is crucial, examples: 
– time series for coastal water quality available, but details regarding sampling 

dates, aggregation of data etc. missing 
– Documentation of data manipulation: treatment of extreme values, outliers 

etc. 

• Aggregation levels of statistics maintained by NSOs, 
examples: 
– Groundwater quality: individiual measurements, median values, averages, per 

aquifer, per catchment,…? 

• Practical guidance how to implement new topics 
– Air Emissions Statistics 
– Biodiversity 
– Land use 
– … 
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Our first products based on the UN FDES 
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Our first products based on the UN FDES 
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Thank you for your attention! 

mnagy@qsa.gov.qa 
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